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US urges the Ukraine to 
free Tymoshenko 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
United States yesterday urged 
the Ukraine to free former 
Ukrainian prime minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko after she lost an 
appeal against her seven-year 
jail sentence on charges of 
abuse of power. 

The US State Department 
said it was "disappointed" by 
the Ukrainian court’s ruling, 
adding that Tymoshenko and 
other former government offi¬ 
cials who are in detention 
should be able to participate 
fully "in political life." 

Tymoshenko, the leader of 
the 2004 Orange Revolution, 
was sentenced in October for 
abuse of power while prime 
minister in a case that was 
launched just months after she 
lost a close election to Presi¬ 
dent Viktor Yanukovych. 


Her sentence was upheld on 
Friday. 

State Department deputy 
spokesman Mark Toner said 
"the United States was disap¬ 
pointed that the Kiev Court of 
Appeals upheld the conviction 
of Yulia Tymoshenko on De¬ 
cember 23. Washington was 
also disappointed that the court 
"did not address concerns 
about democracy and rule of 
law raised in the initial trial 
and sentencing." 

"We urge the government of 
the Ukraine to free Mrs Ty¬ 
moshenko and the other former 
government officials currently 
in detention," Toner said. "We 
believe that they should have 
an unrestricted ability to parti¬ 
cipate fully in political life, in¬ 
cluding next year’s parlia¬ 
mentary elections," he said. 


The new year is set to open with the 
introduction of an Obligatory 
Pension Program 



After many months of discus¬ 
sions and delibarations and in¬ 
tervention in a Natioanl Social 
Dialogue, this week the Aruba 
Parliament will vote on ap¬ 
proving the law regarding a 
general obligatory pension 
program for all citizens resi¬ 
ding on Aruba. 

One of those who partici¬ 
pated very actively in the de¬ 
liberations regarding this 
pension program is the Vice 
President of ATIA, Mr. Frank 
Snijders. In a meeting with 
brokers, representatives of em¬ 
ployees and government ex¬ 
perts, Snijders is quoted as 
saying that he is convinced that 
this new law is a major accom¬ 
plishment for Aruba. This, he 
said....“is a major step for 
every employee on Aruba, and 
the employer will be an im¬ 
portant contributor to the pro¬ 


gram.” Snijders explained that 
50% of the premium will be 
paid by the employer. 

Mrs. Acosta-Meelis of the 
ASCA brokerage indicated 
that this program is an espe¬ 
cially positive initiative of the 
government. Acosta-Meelis 
said that over 30 thousand peo¬ 
ple will benefit from this new 
pension program. In her own 

words,.“all in all this is a 

tremendous initiative taken by 
the government.” 

On January 1st, 2012 upon 
the introduction of this new 
pension law, every employer, 
even those with only one em¬ 
ployee, will be obliged to have 
a pension program for each 
employee. Each employee can 


choose to include their spouse 
or partner and children in the 
program so that they may be el¬ 
igible for an income in the 
event of their death. In such an 
event the surviving persons 
will receive 70% of the pension 
that the deceased employee 
would have received at his re¬ 
tirement. The surviving person 
will receive this amount until 
they reach the age of pension. 

The government expressed 
great satisfaction that such a 
program could have been 
achieved even in these difficult 
times. This simply reflects the 
expresion of love and compas¬ 
sion that Arubans have for 
each other...now and for the 
future. 


COOL CASINO ARUBA 

J.E irausquin Boulevard 79 Palm Beach Dutch Caribbean ARUBA 



Check it out at: 

http://www.themorningnewsaruba.com/index.php/photography-contest 
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www.coolcasinogaming.com 
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I ::: THIS VOUCHER WILL BE EXCHANGED FOR $10 PROMOTIONAL SLOT TICKET AT THE HOST DESK::: I 

| * * * FOR NEW MEMBERS ONLY * * * | 
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hours-Servinq 

1 2:00pm to 1MM Tn.hTnTt.7 


seven 
® days 
a week. 


phone number 586-3904 

piUSENER 


Balashi 


^EWed in Ar° 0Pi 


Free 10 oz Balashi draft with the 
purchase of any sandwich S fries or onion rings. 

delivery in hotel area for orders over §50.00: 


THE VILLAGE PLAZA 

(behind Senor Frog's) 


Burgers, Fries.. A 


Mixed Martial Arts Foundation visits 
Minister of Sports 



::: MANAGEMENT RESERVES THE RIGHT TO DISCONTINUE THE PROMOTION AT ANY TIME::: 
— 1 PER PERSON PER DAY ••• 


Martial Arts Foundation. The 
Martial Arts group have 
come together to hold a sem¬ 
inar designed to help them 
raise funds for a good cause. 
During their visit with the 
Minister they used the oppor¬ 
tunity to discuss various ideas 
and vision with respect to the 
future of Martial Ats on 
Aruba. 

Mixed Martial Arts is a 
sport that is growing rapidly 
and has a large circle of fans 
on Aruba. Aruba Mixed 


Last week, the 
Minister of Sports, 
Richard Visser, 
was pleased to re¬ 
ceive a visit from 
the Aruba Mixed 


Martial Arts Foundation is in¬ 
tent on highlighting the posi¬ 
tive aspects of this sport with 
its primary focus on disci¬ 
pline and respect. 

These, discipline and re¬ 
spect, are the key compo¬ 
nents in the development of 
youth. Without these ele¬ 
ments in a youth’s life, they 
may not amount to much in 
their lives. 

Minister Visser espressed 
his appreciation for the visit 
of the group and for the valu¬ 
able contribution that Jan 
Oosterbaan makes to ath- 
letisim in Aruba with their 
seminar to benefit Aruba. 
They were encouraged to 
keep up the good work. 


Celebrate 2012 at Marriott’s 
“Blue Moon New Year’s 
Eve” party 

Spectacular firework show at midnight with 
Tsunami band 



On December 31, 

2011 you are in¬ 
vited to open the 
New Year at the 
Aruba Marriott’s 
Blue Moon New 
Years Eve party at 
Tradewinds 
Beach. The festi¬ 
vities start at 10:00 
pm until 1:00 am 
with a magnificent 
firework show at 
midnight and live 
entertainment pro¬ 
vided by popular 
Aruban band Tsu¬ 
nami. 

It has become a 
tradition to open 
the New Year out 
on the beach at the 
Marriott for guests 
and locals. A 
promising light 
show is provided 
by Elite Produc¬ 
tions, decorations 
by Every Events & Flortiek 
by Wilson and cash bars are 
available offering premium 
liquors and champagnes. 

Entrance fee to this spec¬ 
tacular beach party is $20.00 
and includes party favors. 
Tickets are available in the 
lobby of the Aruba Marriott 
Resort, Ocean and Surf Club 
daily from 10:00 am - 6:00 


pm. Doors for the Blue 
Moon Beach party open at 
9:00 pm. 

Don’t miss out and get 
your tickets for Marriott’s 
spectacular New Years Eve 
party to celebrate. The Aruba 
Marriott banquets staff looks 
forward to see you this New 
Years Eve to toast to 2012! 



73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 
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promotional 


LOCATED WITHIN THE RIU PALACE HOTEL 

J.E. IRAUSQUIN BLVD. 79 PALM BEACH - PH. 297 - 528 0993 EXT. 981 


STARTS from 9 pm 


Tiara Air management and employees enjoy a Christmas Gala 



In his warm, informal address, 
Managing Director and CEO 
Alejandro Muyale welcomed 
the employees of General Air 
Services and Tiara Air to the 
Palm Beach ballroom, congra¬ 


tulating them on a year of 
growth and significant 
achievement. 

Under his leadership, both 
companies almost doubled in 
size over the past few years, 




and while General Air Services 
now handles most incoming 
flights at Reina Beatrix Airport 
Tiara Air grew to include addi¬ 
tional destination and best of all 
now boast a new aircraft, and a 
second one is on the way, a 
Boeing 737 named Arawak, 
painted in the official Aruba 
logo and colors, which allows 
the airliner to fly bigger dis¬ 
tances increasing its passenger 
count, to Curasao, Bonaire, var¬ 
ious destination in Colombia 
and two airports in Venezuela. 

The evening’s awards cere¬ 
mony was emceed by Nelio 
Gomes Da Silva. Alejandro 
Muyale and Anouska de Cuba 
presented top Tiara Air per¬ 
former with a plaque, and a 


gift. 

As Employee of the Year 
for Tiara Air, Mike Hagedoom 
outshone and outperformed all 
others with his efforts to pre¬ 
pare and train new cabin crews 
for the growing airline, making 
sure the new cabin personnel is 
mentally and professionally 


ready to handle passengers and 
The Westin culinary team 
served a spectacular holiday 
buffet and Tsunami enter¬ 
tained, filling the dance floor 
with the airline’s employees, 
reservations agents, as well as 
Jet-Blue, Delta and United Air¬ 
lines representatives. 



























THE MORNING NEWS 


Wednesday, December 28, 2011 






HavenstraatSGj+SuitepI BfjDranjestad. 


.(near the main dowtown bus terminal) 


Monday ■ Sunday 
a.m. - 10:30p.m. 


For Reservations^ 
please call: 588-3648 


As of 1 January 2012, the 
agreement between Lithuania 
and the Netherlands comes 
into force, under which the 
Netherlands will represent 
Lithuania when issuing Schen¬ 
gen visas in Ghana, Aruba and 
Curagao. 

Lithuania and other Schen¬ 
gen countries conclude agree¬ 
ments of representation when 
issuing visas in the countries 


where Lithuania has no diplo¬ 
matic representations. Such 
agreements aim to facilitate the 
application for visas by fo¬ 
reigners who need visas to 
travel to Lithuania. 

When issuing visas, Lithua¬ 
nia is already represented in 52 
countries. Lithuania represents 
seven Schengen area member 
states in eleven countries. 


ORANJESTAD - It has been 
an annual tradition for Aruba’s 
Prime Minister, Mike Eman to 
visit our senior citizens on 
Christmas Day, and this year 
was no exception. Accompa¬ 
nied by his wife, Doina, the 
PM spent the holiday with sen¬ 
ior citizens at all the homes for 
elderly on our island, acknowl¬ 
edging the many valuable con¬ 


tributions they have 
made to the community 
in their lifetimes. 

The PM saluted 
those in the homes for 
their vital years and ef¬ 
forts towards the development 
of Aruba over passed decades, 
with the sentiment they are 
now enjoying a much deserved 
rest under the capable hands of 
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Beaut'i-fa/ 


BeacJ&s 


UntoUdheJ nature. 


Eor/morelinformationrcallrusTat: 


Aruba 

www.tiara-air.com 
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Prime Minister Mike Eman spends 
time with senior citizens during 


the holidays 


our heath care professionals. 

However, this year PM 
Eman did not go alone, he had 
a delegation accompanying 
him on his itinerary, namely 
Tipico Kadushi Largo who 
brought some merriment and 
Christmas ambiance to the 
clients of the homes. He ex¬ 
pressed he enjoyed chatting 
and sharing snacks with our 
senior citizens and assured 
them that his government is 
giving all the attention to the 
wellbeing of our people in gen¬ 
eral , just as his predecessors 
did. 

Photos show Minister 
Eman enjoying himself with 
our senior citizens. 


The Netherlands to represent 
Lithuania when issuing visas 
in Ghana, Aruba and Curagao 


LOCAL BREAKFAST 
*Pan grandi ( di rama ) 
or baguette 

*KERRIE-KERRIE (FISH) 
*CONCH 
*FISH EGG 
*SHRIMPS 
*FISH FILLET 
*FISH CAKE 
*CHICKEN SOUP 

*FRUIT SALAD 
& YOGHURT 

*HOT BEVERAGES 
*COLD BEVERAGES 


EGG DISHES 
*2 eggs sunny side up 

with ham & cheese 

*Scrambled 

with ham, cheese, onions, 
green pepper, tomato, mushroom 

*Plain omelettes 

with ham, cheese, onion, green pepper, 
tomato, mushroom 

All egg dishes are served with a choice of: 

white or whole wheat baguette or sliced 
toasted bread. 

*PASTECHI HORNA 
*CREPES 
*SWEET CREPES 
*BAGEL with cream cheese, 
smoked salmon, boiled egg 
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Luxury Living at an Island Paradise 



» p t ! Hi . 


w >'<* * 


^ Full Ownership Condominium 
Starting from US$ 350,000 
Financing available 
Rental income mRESioENCES 

1 1 m ii uu m;t t mu iron 



www.diviarubaresidences.com Call 735 5252 or 735 5300 


LAUGHING IT UP 



Magician, comedian, Adam Steinfeld, taking a photo with his fans, before 
the show, on Sunday, dec 25,...at the MAGIC LIVE!® box office in the 
Westin Resort Aruba lobby. Enjoy a full evening of grand illusion, co¬ 
medy and magic, featuring original, never before seen, stage illusions. 
A lot of fun from start to finish, lough-out loud funny, unconventional 
grand illusions, that will keep you asking “how the heck did he do that?” 
Showtime is 9pm nightly and tickets can be purchased at the door. For 
more info go to: www.WestinAruba.com/magic 


The Netherlands is No. 1 


hemp producer in Europe 


The Netherlands has about 
40,000 hemp growers. This 
makes the Netherlands the 
leading producer of hemp in 
Europe. 

The cultivation of Cannabis 
Hemp is big business in the 
Netherlands, with profits esti¬ 
mated to have reached over 2 
billion euro a year, according 
to figures from the police and 
the Dutch Task Force for or¬ 
ganized cannabis. Only around 
10 percent of the crops are sold 
legally in the country’s many 
coffee shops, according to the 
Dutch police. The vast majo¬ 
rity of it is smuggled abroad. 

According to the Dutch po¬ 
lice, hemp cultivation long lost 
its innocence in the Nether¬ 
lands. They are not harmless 


home growers but large crimi¬ 
nal organizations. They don’t 
fear violence, corruption and 
assassinations, said the police. 

Apart from the criminal as¬ 
pect, the police fights hemp 
growing because there regu¬ 
larly cause dangerous situa¬ 
tions. Often growing places tap 
electricity illegally and cause 
fire hazard. 

Dutch Grid operator Stedin 
recently started to distribute 
Marijuana Scented Postcards 
to Dutch households, meant to 
inform Dutch citizens of the 
scent of marijuana.The idea 
behind the campaign is that if 
people can smell pot farms 
within their communities they 
will be able to report them to 
local police. 


Vednesdoj. 


py hour. 
: and 
inks, 
apas 



from 6 till 9 pm 
with dj Junior 


Wilhelmitiastraat 63 Oranjestad, Aruba 582 3677 
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Bring this ad to receive a free orange juice 




Located at: 
Playa Linda 
Beach Resort 
Tel. 586 4046 

Breakfast Monday thru Saturday 8 - n AM 


Le Petit tfafe 


$ 9.95 


2 Eggs (fried , scrambled or poached) 
with bacon , and link sausage, 
potatoes • toast and coffee or tea . 


va/id tAji't/i o/Y&hS <yr* cuytt/xystS 

*/<y Service 


E>r/</ Bird Special 
Le Petit Ya/e 


Stane Cjn'££ Restaurant & Bar f very Pay fro** 5-7 p 



Dinner Salad 
ar 

Soup of the day 


Lemon Chicken Breast 

or 

Petit Filet Mignon 

or 

Filet of Grouper 


Ice Cream 

Chocolate 

or 

Vanilla 


All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT Stone 


**=*£ l /a/ict <=*£/***' o//i/\5 o/- 

_ //<=> _ 


■72 /<£T^2>rfY d?s/2> /^X3>*4Y : Z.JZn/i£~ 


Cuba frees five political 
prisoners, says opposition 


Smiling Prince Philip leaves 
British hospital after heart op 


HAVANA (AFP) - Cuba has 
freed five political prisoners as 
part of plans to release some 
3,000 detainees — the largest 
mass pardon in the regime’s 
history — dissident leaders said 
yesterday. 

After the latest release, "at 
least" 50 political prisoners re¬ 
main behind bars, according to 
the Cuban Committee for 
Human Rights and National 
Reconciliation, a watchdog 
that is technically illegal but 
tolerated by the Americas’ only 
one-party Communist regime. 

The CCDHRN "is de¬ 
lighted about the release of a 
little over 2,900 Cuban priso¬ 
ners, but regrets that the mea¬ 
sures has been so limited." The 
total prison population, for 
which there are no official fig¬ 
ures, accounts for about 70,000 


LONDON (AFP) - British po¬ 
lice yesterday arrested 11 peo¬ 
ple after the fatal stabbing of a 
teenager during post-Christ- 
mas sales on one of the world's 
busiest shopping streets 
reignited fears about gang vio¬ 
lence. 

Scotland Yard said Seydou 
Diarrassouba, 18, died of a sin¬ 
gle knife wound to the heart in 
the incident on Oxford Street 
in central London on Decem¬ 
ber 26, or Boxing Day as it is 
known in Britain. 

The killing happened in 
front of thousands of horrified 


to 80,000 people, according to 
the group. 

"There continues to be a 
tendency for more people to be 
sentenced with the govern¬ 
ment's threats of a greater 
crackdown on administrative 
violations... along with a 
tougher policy against political 
dissidents," the committee 
said. 

It noted that "pacifist" dis¬ 
sidents Ivonne Malleza 
Galano, Isabel Hayde Alvarez 
Mosqueda and Ignacio Mar¬ 
tinez Montero had been placed 
in a high security prison within 
the past two days. 

Around 66 Cubans are cur¬ 
rently being held as political 
prisoners by the regime, in¬ 
cluding 16 held under house 
arrest, according to the 
CCDHRN. 


shoppers, many of them 
tourists, after a fight broke out 
between two groups of youths 
at a Foot Locker athletics 
store. 

A second man aged 21 was 
injured in the leg in another 
stabbing a few hundred meters 
away less than six hours later. 

The two incidents have re¬ 
vived memories of the deadly 
riots that rocked London and 
other English cities in August, 
when groups of masked youths 
looted and burned shops and 
five people were killed. 


Peres says 
Israel's nuclear 
silence keeps 
foes guessing 

JERUSALEM (AFP) - Israeli 
President Shimon Peres said 
yesterday that Israel's long¬ 
standing refusal to confirm or 
deny reports that it has a nu¬ 
clear arsenal is itself an effec¬ 
tive deterrent. 

"Israel has 'real or assumed' 
capabilities that are sufficient 
for deterrence," Peres's office 
quoted him as telling a closed- 
door annual meeting of Israel's 
envoys abroad. 

"None of us know what 
there really is in Dimona," he 
said. "But I must say that the 
imagination and suspicion of 
countries in the Middle East 
regarding what is there are 
beneficial to Israeli deterrence, 
and Israel was wise enough 
throughout the years to keep 
the ambiguity policy." 

Israel has two nuclear reac¬ 
tors, one at Dimona, in the 
Negev desert, and the other at 
its nuclear research facility at 
Nahal Sorek, west of Jerusa 

lem. The Jewish state is 
widely believed to have 
around 200 nuclear warheads, 
but has a policy of neither con¬ 
firming nor denying that, a 
stance which it calls "nuclear 
ambiguity." 

Nahal Sorek is open to in¬ 
ternational inspection but Di¬ 
mona is not. 

Referring to Iran's alleged 
nuclear arms ambitions, Peres 
said Israel has "answers" to 
any threat to Iran but it does 
not need to take it upon itself 
to deal with the issue. 

"Israel has the answers to 
the Iranian problem but it is the 
responsibility of the whole 
world to solve it," he said. 
"This can not be transformed 
into an Israeli monopoly." 

November report by the In¬ 
ternational Atomic Energy 
Agency expressed "serious 
concerns" that Iran "has car¬ 
ried out activities relevant to 
the development of a nuclear 
explosive device". 


PAP WORTH (AFP) - Britain's 
Prince Philip was reunited with 
his wife Queen Elizabeth II 
and other family members for 
a late Christmas yesterday 
when he left hospital four days 
after having heart surgery. 

The outspoken 90-year-old 


smiled and waved from the 
open window of his Range 
Rover vehicle as he was driven 
away from the specialist Pa- 
pworth hospital near Cam¬ 
bridge, eastern England, an 
AFP photographer witnessed. 



Fully furnished studio apartments, walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day, week or month, excellent alternative for your next 
vacation in Aruba. 

Bubali #143, Noord, Aruba 


Phones: (297) 587-7482 / 587-6474 Fax: (297) 587-8448 


www.sasaki-apartments.com 
E-mail: sasakiapartments@hotmail.com 



NEW YORK: Jeff Straus, President of Countdown Enter¬ 
tainment, is seen talking about the new Waterford Crystal 
triangles featuring this year's "Let There Be Friendship" 
design on the Times Square New Year's Eve Ball yester¬ 
day. The triangles are custom-designed to withstand the 
stresses of high winds, precipitation and temperature 
fluctuation 470 feet (143 meters) above Times Square. 
(AFP PHOTO) 


Thai Restaurant sawasoce 

FRESH AND►JJELiCiOUS THAI FOOD COOKED FRESH TO ORDER. 
V HOrtE DROWN HERRS ANP SPiCES 

m VARIETT ON VEGETARIAN PISHES 

• Located at Palm Beach 186b, next to Wendy's at 

walking distance from High Rise Hotels, phone 586 8071 


:i3 


Deadly stabbing at London 
sales raises gang fears 
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Mamstreet PownfownmS 


Textile & notions, 
Article for kitchen, 

Bath and bedroom and mon 


Men swear, 
luggage and more 


Aruba's One 
And Only 
department 
Store 


Aruba's 

' Ladies wear w biggest 

►And girls wear * cafeteria & more. | Store 

samite Tel ‘5%H\20 Caya &.F Bet ico Croes 1-3 In the beginning of the mamstreet. 


For the 
Whole 
Family 


Pest 

Brands 

Pest 

Prices 


International News 

Republicans seeking the 
White House in 2012 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
field of Republican contenders 
for the party’s nomination to 
take on President Barack 
Obama in November 2012 is a 
crowded affair, with six candi¬ 
dates drawing the most atten¬ 
tion ahead of the Iowa 
caucuses next week: 

- Former Massachusetts 
governor Mitt Romney (64), 
who made a fortune at the head 
of investment firm Bain Capi¬ 
tal and won praise for his over¬ 
sight of the 2002 Winter 
Olympics in Salt Lake City, is 
generally seen as the candidate 
to beat and the party establish¬ 
ment’s favorite. 

But conservative voters 
who dominate Republican pri¬ 
maries still view Romney, who 
lost the nomination in 2008 to 
Senator John McCain, with 
suspicion because of his past 
moderate stances on issues like 
climate change. 

His Mormon faith may 
prove an obstacle among evan¬ 
gelical Christians, some of 
whom view it as heretical. 

- Texas Governor Rick 
Perry (61), who succeeded 
George W. Bush in that job, 
surged in public opinion polls 
after entering the race in Au¬ 


gust only to sink again after 
some wobbly debate perform¬ 
ances. 

Perry, a favorite of the Re¬ 
publican right, has openly 
courted Christian voters and 
trumpeted his state’s job cre¬ 
ation, which has kept Texas 
unemployment below the na¬ 
tional average of 9.1 percent. 

The tough-talking Texan 
has amassed a bulging cam¬ 
paign war-chest that should en¬ 
able him to stay in the contest 
until it reaches the more con¬ 
servative South. 

- Former House speaker 
Newt Gingrich (68) led Re¬ 
publicans to retake the House 
of Representatives in the 1994 
mid-term elections that forced 
then-president Bill Clinton to 
reshape his agenda. 

A fiercely partisan conser¬ 
vative, Gingrich has struggled 
to capitalize on his name 
recognition despite a string of 
combative debate appearances. 

- Representative Ron Paul 
(76) of Texas comes from the 
libertarian wing of the party — 
he opposes US entanglements 
overseas, notably opposing the 
war in Iraq, and has called for 
abolishing the Federal Re¬ 
serve. 


Paul, a doctor by training, 
ran for president in 1988 and in 
2008 and is sometimes known 
as the intellectual godfather of 
the ’’Tea Party". 

- Representative Michele 
Bachmann (55) of Minnesota, 
the only woman in the field, 
briefly soared after winning an 
Iowa straw poll in August but 
has since been eclipsed succes¬ 
sively by Perry and Cain. 

Bachmann, who is close to 
the "Tea Party" movement, has 
in part suffered from a string of 
verbal missteps. 

- Former senator Rick San- 
torum (53) of Pennsylvania, is 
best known for full-throated 
defense of conservative Chris¬ 
tian views, notably his ardent 
anti-abortion rhetoric. 

- Former US China envoy 
Jon Hunstman (51), a Mormon 
former governor of Utah and 
scion of the Huntsman chemi¬ 
cal fortune lags far behind 
Romney in the polls despite his 
well regarded resume. 

Political analysts blame his 
moderate demeanor for his 
failure thus far to catch fire 
with Republicans eager for a 
take-no-prisoners assault on 
Obama's policies. 
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T.XStC of 

Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 


FARC rebels to 
release hostages 


BOGOTA (AFP) - Colom¬ 
bia's leftist FARC guerrillas 
said Tuesday they would 
soon free six "uniformed" 
hostages without conditions 
who are part of group of 11 
captives held for 12 years. 

Those to be released in¬ 
clude police officers Jorge 
Trujillo, Roge Romero and 
Jose Libardo Forero, the Rev¬ 
olutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia said on its website, 
adding that the identity of the 
other three hostages would be 
revealed "soon." 

The six are "war prison¬ 
ers," as the FARC calls them, 
were due to be handed to me¬ 
diator Piedad Cordoba of a 
humanitarian mission often 
tasked with fetching 
hostages. 

On December 6, the 
FARC had promised to free 
several captives without pro¬ 
viding a date. Ten days ear¬ 


lier, four members of the se¬ 
curity forces who had been 
held captive for over 12 years 
were killed by their jailers 
during clashes with the army. 

The killings triggered 
mass demonstrations de¬ 
manding that the FARC free 
all of its hostages, while oth¬ 
ers called on the military not 
to put hostages' lives in dan¬ 
ger with risky rescue at¬ 
tempts. 

Founded in 1964, the 
Marxist FARC is holding at 
least 11 police and soldiers 
hostages with the goal of 
trading them for several hun¬ 
dred imprisoned guerrillas. 
They also are holding an un¬ 
known number of civilians 
for ransom. 

With an estimated 8,000 
fighters, Latin America's 
longest-fighting insurgents 
remain entrenched in large 
parts of the country. 
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Get double the cash for 
your slot cash back points. 

You have to be a member of the 
Player’s Beach Club. 

Signing up is FREE and new members 
will receive a gift and a $5 slot ticket. 



TheWestin 

RESORT & CASINO 
ARUBA 


Health & Living 


HIV trial is 
'breakthough' of 
2011 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - A 
landmark clinical trial that 
showed HIV drugs can be as 
effective as condoms in pre¬ 
venting transmission of the 
virus that causes AIDS was de¬ 
clared Science magazine’s 
breakthrough of the year. 

Other top achievements of 
2011 included a Japanese 
spacecraft's return to Earth 
with dust from an asteroid, 
progress toward a malaria vac¬ 
cine and discoveries about 
modem humans' gene links to 
cavemen. 

The annual top 10 list by the 
American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, 
which publishes the journal 
Science, appear in the maga¬ 
zine's December 23 issue. 

The lead story of the year 
was an international trial, 
coined HPTN 052, which 
showed that people taking 
anti-retroviral drugs reduced 
the risk of heterosexual trans¬ 
mission to partners by 96 per¬ 
cent. 

The breakthrough was de¬ 
scribed by some experts as a 
tipping point in the fight 
against AIDS, 30 years after 
the epidemic first surfaced. 

"People were interested in 
the idea of treatment as pre¬ 
vention, but it created a hurri¬ 
cane-force wind behind the 
strategy," said lead investiga¬ 
tor Myron Cohen of the Uni¬ 
versity of North Carolina's 
School of Medicine. 

The trial began in 2007, en¬ 
rolling 1,763 heterosexual 
couples — in which one partner 
was HIV positive — from 
Botswana, Brazil, India, 
Kenya, Malawi, South Africa, 
Thailand, the United States 
and Zimbabwe. 

The magazine said the trial 
will have "profound implica¬ 
tions for the future response to 
the AIDS epidemic." 
HIV/AIDS infects an esti¬ 
mated 33 million people 
worldwide and killed 1.8 mil¬ 
lion people in 2009. 

"The HPTN 052 results and 
other recent successes have 
raised hopes that combining 
such interventions can now 
end AIDS epidemics in entire 
countries, if not the world," the 
journal said. 

The nine other leading ad¬ 
vances of2011: 

— Japan's Hayabusa space¬ 
craft survived a host of techni¬ 
cal failures but returned to 
Earth, albeit three years late, 
with a dusting of particles 


from the Itokawa asteroid. An 
analysis showed that solar 
wind discolors asteroids. 

— Following 2010 studies 
that showed Europeans and 
Asians inherited two to six 
percent of their DNA from Ne¬ 
anderthals, new analyses 
showed that breeding with 
cavemen gave modem humans 
an immune boost, and raised 
new questions about whether 
the dextrous tool-maker Aus¬ 
tralopithecus sediba is our di¬ 
rect ancestor. 

— Japanese researchers 
mapped Photosystem II, a pro¬ 
tein that plants use to split 
water into hydrogen and oxy¬ 
gen atoms, a structure that 
could lead to powerful ad¬ 
vances in clean energy. 

— Astronomers detected 
pristine clouds of hydrogen 
gas much like that from the 
first few hundred million years 
after the Big Bang. Another 
team finds a star with almost 
no metals, like the earliest stars 
in the universe, suggesting 
pockets of deep space have 
survived "unscathed amid eons 
of cosmic violence. 

— Researchers gained a new 
understanding of the microbes 
that dwell in the human gut, 
with some thriving on high- 
protein diets while others pre¬ 
fer vegetarian fare. 

— The search for the world's 
first malaria vaccine RTS,S, 
received a boost with the re¬ 
lease of early results from a 
major clinical trial showing it 
cut risk by about half in 
African children. 

— Strange discoveries in 
deep space included a cluster 
of six large planets orbiting a 
star named Kepler 11 about 
2,000 light-years from Earth, a 
gas giants that orbits in the op¬ 
posite direction of its parent 
star, 10 planets that seem to 
orbit no stars and all, and one 
planet that is orbiting two 
stars. 

— Industrial chemists de¬ 
signed a host of new porous 
minerals, called zeolites, 
which could save money and 
offer a new boost to the oil and 
gas industry, air and water pu¬ 
rification processes and house¬ 
hold laundry detergents. 

— Getting rid of old cells 
may help improve life quality, 
according to scientists who 
using lab mice discovered that 
clearing these senescent cells 
from the body can delay 
cataracts and muscle weak¬ 
ness. 
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Sci-Tech 


Twitter-less North Korea crafts 
new cult of Kim 



(AFP) - The Internet is virtu¬ 
ally banned, there’s no free 
press and listening to foreign 
radio is illegal — if any coun¬ 
try can build a Stalinist-style 
personality cult in the digital 
era, it’s North Korea. 

Following the death of its 
longtime ’’Dear Leader" Kim 
Jong-11 on December 17, the 
repressive communist 

regime’s propaganda machine 
has swung into action to bur¬ 
nish the image of his youngest 
son and successor, Jong-Un. 

The North's official news 
agency reported that on Sun¬ 
day Jong-Un sent hot sweet 
drinks to mourners braving 
wintry conditions to pay their 
respects to his late father. 

"He is such a meticulous 
and tender-hearted man," it 
said. "The loving care repeat¬ 
edly shown by Kim Jong-Un 
for people when the whole na¬ 


tion is overcome with sorrow 
will be conveyed to posterity 
as a legend about love for peo¬ 
ple." 

The previous day Jong-Un 
was hailed for rushing fresh 
fish to the citizens of Py¬ 
ongyang to fulfil his father's 
last wish. 

He still has a long way to 
go to match Kim Jong-Il's 
many extraordinary feats, 
which included 11 holes-in- 
one in a single round of golf. 

While Kim's death was 
mocked overseas on Twitter as 
an "epic loss to golf', few 
North Koreans are likely to 
see the remarks. 

Social media helped to gal¬ 
vanise Arab Spring uprisings 
in the Middle East and North 
Africa in 2011, but under the 
world's last remaining com¬ 
munist dynasty, surfing the 
web is impossible for most or¬ 


dinary people. 

There is a nationwide in¬ 
tranet system called 
Kwangmyong but it is tightly 
controlled and does not pro¬ 
vide a window to the outside 
world. 

A ban on mobile phones 
has been lifted and the North 
had more than 800,000 regis¬ 
tered subscribers as of the end 
of September. 

Seoul activists say it is dif¬ 
ficult for users to make or re¬ 
ceive overseas calls because 
of limited service and tight 
oversight. 

But information from out¬ 
side is slowly seeping in, 
through smuggled mobile 
phones which connect to Chi¬ 
nese networks near the border 
and South Korean DVDs and 
videotapes imported clandes¬ 
tinely. 
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Cuba to use sugar 
cane in new electricity 
plant 


HAVANA (AFP) - Cuba will 
open its first electricity plant 
using sugar cane as a biofuel 
hoping eventually to meet 30 
percent of its energy needs 
from the fuel source, the offi¬ 
cial Granma daily said. 

The plant, being built in 
Ciego de Avila province, some 
400 kilometers (240 miles) 
east of Havana, will use "bio¬ 
mass from sugar cane (the 
residue from agricultural prod¬ 
ucts) and forestry" particularly 
an invasive hardwood species 
known as "marabu" which pro¬ 
vides good quality charcoal. 

Initially the aim is to supply 
the energy needed to run sugar 
processing plants, an official 


MONTREAL (AFP) - Doctors 
in a domed laboratory in 
Canada are designing a virtual 
world where they hope to one 
day treat traumatized children 
with colorful avatars using toy¬ 
like medical gadgets. 

Sensory stimulation could 
be used to make a bum victim 
feel she is encased in a block 
of ice. Three-dimensional im¬ 
ages of a child's bedroom at 
home could make him forget 
he is in a hospital. 

"You could take a child suf¬ 
fering from bums and put him 
in a polar environment, cross¬ 
ing the threshold of reality, to 
dull his pain," said Patrick 
Dube, who is leading a team of 
medics from Montreal's 
Sainte-Justine hospital and 
software engineers at the Soci¬ 
ety for Arts and Technology. 

"We know that cognitive il¬ 
lusions have an effect on the 
perception of pain," he said. 

At the Satosphere, an 18- 
meter-wide (60-foot) dome 
originally designed to provide 
spectators with a 360-degree 
view of art projections, the 
team has set up a hospital 
room, or "living lab", to try out 


from the state Azcuba sugar 
group, Angel Mendez, told a 
parliamentary committee. 

"Increasing the production 
of sugar and electricity in a par¬ 
allel fashion is Azcuba's top pri¬ 
ority," Granma added. "The aim 
is meet 30 percent of the elec¬ 
tricity needs" of the country. 

In 2005 Cuba launched an 
extensive program to expand 
and modernize its electricity 
grid. The plan which hit a set¬ 
back amid the economic crisis 
in 2009 aims to install new 
generators, replace millions of 
appliances to ensure they are 
more energy efficient and re¬ 
pair power lines. 


new treatment ideas. 

The dome, touted by Satos¬ 
phere president Monique 
Savoie as a "cinema for the 
21st century," is a scion of the 
Circle-Vision theatre unveiled 
at the 1967 International and 
Universal Exposition's Bell 
Pavilion in Montreal. 

Another tool being tested by 
the doctors would allow them 
to give medical gadgets the ap¬ 
pearance of fantastical, non¬ 
threatening toys. 

Children would in theory be 
able to familiarize themselves 
with "scary" medical instru¬ 
ments, like syringes, easing 
common fears over medical 
tests and treatments. 

In the hands of a little girl, a 
syringe is transformed into a 
storybook rocket. "I'm no 
longer scared of injections," 
said Maxime, 11, the daughter 
of one of the researchers. 

The ultimate aim is to apply 
the technology to help the chil¬ 
dren "overcome their fears and 
discover things about them¬ 
selves," said Patricia Garel, 
head of Sainte-Justine's psy¬ 
chiatry department. 


Doctors look to treat 
sick children in virtual 
worlds 
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CROSSWORD 


HEADS AND TAILS 


ACROSS 

1. Called the 
butler 
Conductor’s 
wand 

“_ Lama 

Ding Dong” 
State with 
confidence 
Skater 
Slutskaya 
Sandler oF 
“Little Nicky” 
Olympian 
queen 
Queues 
Disastrous 
Great blazes 
Skater 
Babilonia et 
al. 

Tricks 
Have high 
hopes 
Styptic 
Great benefit 
Enjoys a 


5. 


10 . 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20 . 
23. 


24. 

25. 

28. 

30. 

31. 


33. 

36. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

46. 

49. 

50. 

56. 

57. 

58. 
60. 


61. 

62. 


centerfold 
Letter after 
sigma 
Word to a 
winner 
C onsecrated 
Fr. woman 
Exudes 
Zero 

Gabor and 
Per6n 
Move 
haltingly 
Acting locale 

_ claw 

(pastry) 

Hodgepodge 

Author 

Martin 

Publicity 

hound Hilton 

Stride 

“Requiem for 
a Dream” star 
Jared 
Repent 
Sch. David 


63. 


64. 

65. 


Robinson 

graduated 

from 

“...high- 

elephant’s 

eye” 

Scientist’s 

beam 

School James 
Bond was 
expelled from 
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DOWN 

1. Rooter’s cry 

2. _ plaisir 

3. Claudius’s 
successor 

4. Giving, as a 
wish 

5. Burke of “The 
Wizard of Oz” 

6. Solo songs 

7. Metallic 
sound 

8. Lulu 

9. Space org. 
lO. Curie’s 


25. 

26. 

27. 

2S. 


17 


25 

26 

27 

30 



36 



40 
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12 

13 

16 




19 




1 22 





24 







46 

47 

46 


50 




56 




60 




63 






interest 
Ciao, in 
Guadalajara 

12. River in 
France 

13. “_ of 

pottage” 

21. A ways away 

22. Sherman Act 
target 

Kindergarten 
“homework” 
Carbon 
substance 
Com cake 

“- right 

with the 

world” 

(Browning) 

29. Grassy spot 

31. “Miss_ 

Regrets” 

32. Destroy the 
interior of 

33. Blow a horn 

34. Fashion 
designer 
Klein 

35. AOL customer 

37. Make very 

merry 

3S. Doctors’ org. 

39. Fascinate 

43. Encourages 

44. Tricky puzzle 

45. Kind of meal 

46. La_ (opera 

house) 

47. Weighty 
volumes 
Rita's “West 
Side Story” 
role 

Dill swill 
Milky 
gemstone 
Hari of 
spydom 

53. Piccadilly 
Circus statue 

54. Hops kiln 

55. Boy, in 
Barcelona 

59. Ecru 

/ - 




DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 1 

Dec 24 - Dec 31 


O’stad Botica del Pueblo ’ - S.N : 1 San Nicolaas N.v. 


i 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 

Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUD0 SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel. 5274000 
EMERGENCY 
Telephone 911 
POLICE HDQS 
Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

Al Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column, 
in addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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US to hit debt limit early January, says 
Treasury 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
US government will hit its debt 
limit in the first week of Janu¬ 
ary, the Treasury Department 
said yesterday, as it pointed to 
an imminent request for $1.2 
trillion increase. 

The government is ex¬ 
pected to come within $100 
billion of the current $15.2 tril¬ 
lion ceiling by the end of the 
year, Treasury Department of¬ 
ficials said. 

That effectively puts law¬ 
makers on notice that they will 
have until mid-January to op¬ 
pose a fresh increase. 

But a reprise of the vicious 
political debates over the debt 
ceiling that brought the US to 
the brink of default over the 


summer is unlikely. 

Congress agreed on July 31 
to immediately increase the na¬ 
tional debt by $400 billion, and 
then increase it in stages after 
that when necessary. 

An increase can only be 
blocked if both the House of 
Representatives and the Senate 
pass measures opposing it. 

In September the Demo¬ 
cratic Party-dominated Senate 
declined to block a $500 bil¬ 
lion increase. 

But the Republican-con- 
trolled House nevertheless 
passed a resolution symboli¬ 
cally rejecting the ceiling rise. 

With fiscal rectitude loom¬ 
ing large as the 2012 election 
season gets underway in 


earnest, the new request to 
hike the borrowing ceiling 
could sound the starting gun on 
a fresh political fight. 

The Treasury Department 
said it would have to perform 
some accounting and manage¬ 
rial acrobatics to make sure the 
US does not miss payments 
before the raise comes into ef¬ 
fect in mid-January. 

If opposition to the increase 
is unsuccessful the limit will 
be raised to around $16.4 tril¬ 
lion. 

That is expected to put the 
issue to bed until late 2012. A 
new rise in the debt ceiling is 
not expected to be needed until 
after the general elections in 
November. 


Germany more than 2 trillion euro 
in red 


FRANKFURT (AFP) - Ger¬ 
many, Europe’s biggest econ¬ 
omy, had debt totalling 2.028 
trillion euros ($2.65 trillion) at 
the end of the third quarter of 
this year, according to provi¬ 
sional official data published 
yesterday. 

That represents a fractional 
increase of 0.5 percent or 10.4 
billion euros over the figure re¬ 
corded for the end of the second 


quarter, the national statistics 
office said in a statement. 

The lion’s share of the debt, 
or 1.289 trillion euros, was at¬ 
tributable to the federal gov¬ 
ernment, while the regional 
states had debt totalling 610 
billion euros and the municipal 
authorities had debt of 129 bil¬ 
lion euros. 

The total figure represents 
more than 80 percent of Ger¬ 


many’s gross domestic product 
of 2.5 trillion euros in 2010, 
way above the 60-percent ceil¬ 
ing laid down by the European 
Union. 

Nevertheless, the German 
debt ratio is better than many 
other eurozone countries. 
Italy’s, for example, stands at 
120 percent, and the eurozone 
average at more than 85 per¬ 
cent. 


US retailer Sears to shutter 100-120 stores 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - Sears 
will close between 100 and 
120 stores in an effort to save 
costs after a plunge in holiday 
sales, the company announced 
yesterday. 

The closure of Sears and 
Kmart branded stores are ex¬ 
pected to gamer $140 to $170 
million in revenue for the 
iconic but battling company. 

Much of the cash will come 
from the sale of merchandise. 
Additional cash is expected to 
come from the sale or rental of 
properties. 

The announcement came as 
the Illinois-based company re- 
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ported its sales in the quarter to 
date had fallen 5.2 percent. 

The period includes the all- 
important period of holiday 
sales. 


"Given our perform¬ 
ance and the difficult 
economic environment, 
especially for big-ticket 
items, we intend to im- 
lement a series of ac¬ 
tons to reduce 
on-going expenses," 
said chief executive of¬ 
ficer Lou D'Ambrosio. 

"These actions will 
better enable us to 
focus our investments 
on serving our customers and 
members through integrated 
retail — at the store, online and 
in the home." 


-LL*. 


Carrefour sells 97 super¬ 
market buildings 


PARIS (AFP) - France’s Car¬ 
refour, the world’s second- 
biggest retailer, said yesterday 
it was selling 97 of its super¬ 
market properties to lease them 
back as part of efforts to better 
utilise capital. 

The sale of the properties 
will bring in 365 million euros 
($477 million) and the funds 
will be reinvested into real es¬ 
tate development projects, the 


company said in a statement. 

"In the future, the Group 
will continue to operate these 
supermarkets under the Car¬ 
refour Market banner with 12- 
year initial leases, with 
multiple renewal options," it 
said. 

The company has repeat¬ 
edly cut its 2011 earnings fore¬ 
cast given the uncertain 
business climate in Europe. 
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IF YOU GO! 


TheWestin 


RESORT £ CASINO 
ARUBA 


SHOWTIME: 9PM NIGHTLY 
STARRING: Adam Steinfeld 
WHAT: Comedy Magic, Grand Illusion show. 
LOCATION: Westin Resort & Casino Aruba 
THEATER OPENS: 8:30PM 
BOX OFFICE OPENS: 8:00PM 
COST: $20 (under 15), $40 adult / LOCALS: Afl. 40 
TICKETS: at the theater door 


GROUP SALES: (297)561-1090 

WestinAruba.com/magic 
MagicLive.com MagicOnTheBeach.com 
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Don’t forget to Share the 
Spirit of the Season with THE 
MORNING NEWS and WIN!! 



night portrait is a great way to capture the mood 


Christmas is past and New 
Year’s Eve is almost upon us; 
exciting and noisy days will 
ensue as all the island eagerly 
anticipates the explosive end 
of the year for which the island 
is known. The staff of THE 
MORNING NEWS wishes all 
a safe and enjoyable greeting 
of the New Year, and reminds 
our readers to share these spe¬ 
cial moments with us to win 
great prizes. 

Our “Share the Spirit of the 
Season” photo contest began 
on Tuesday, December 20, and 
those wishing to participate 
have until January 6, 2012 to 
send us your cutest, funniest, 
most beautiful or poignant hol¬ 
iday pix from Christmas and 
spectacular New Year’s Eve 
shots to see the best of them 
printed in the paper and win¬ 
ning terrific rewards. 

Just subscribing to THE 
MORNING NEWS online 
will earn you a chance to win 
two tickets to Bonaire with 
Tiara Air Aruba, and sending 
in your photos will earn more 
raffle tickets in the box and 
more chances to win. The con¬ 
test is open to Aruban residents 
and visitors alike. 


Contest Rules: 

1. Subscribe to THE 
MORNING NEWS online - 
it’s free!! 

2. Go to www.themorn- 
ingnewsaruba.com, click the 
subscribe button and follow di¬ 
rections to receive THE 
MORNING NEWS delivered 
to your e-mail box daily for no 
charge. 

3.Send an e-mail to the- 
morningnewsaruba@aoL com 
to inform the office of your 
user name and contact info: 
real name, address, & phone 
number, and receive 1 raffle 
ticket 

4. Like us on Facebook, and 
receive a second raffle ticket 

5. Raffle tickets are for final 
drawing on Ash Wednesday 
2012; 

6. Grand Prize: 

Airfare for two to Bonaire 
with Tiara Airlines 

and other fabulous prizes 

Holiday Spirit Contest: 
You must subscribe to sub¬ 
mit 

1 .Send us your favorite hol¬ 
iday pix via e-mail 

2.“Picks of the day and 
week” will appear in THE 
MORNING NEWS 


3. Contest begins today, 
Tuesday, December 20 and 
deadline for submissions is 
Wednesday, January 4,2012 at 
6:00 PM. 

No submissions will be ac¬ 
cepted after. 

4. Judging is final; winners 
will be announced on Friday, 
January 6, 2012 

5. Each submission earns a 
raffle ticket towards the Ash 
Wednesday drawing 

Prizes for the “Share Your 
Spirit” Contest: 

Grand Prize: 3 days/2 
nights stay at Boardwalk 
Apartments 

2nd Prize: Trip for two on 
Mi Dushi Sailboat 

3rd Prize: Complete Play 
package at Cool Casino 

Prize winners will receive 
additional raffle tickets to¬ 
wards final drawing, and a 
special surprise for the grand 
prize winning photo. 

No purchase necessary to 
participate; subscription to 
THE MORNING NEWS 
and submission of photos are 
free; photos will only be used 
for Christmas promotion 
and owners retain all rights. 

We are doing it again for 
Carnival! New photos-new 
prizes! 
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Read your 
meter 


Check your water meter 
and be conscious of the amount of 
water you use at home. 


UKB 


WATER- EN 
ENERGIEBEDRIJF 
ARUBA N.V. 



Aruban Bankers Association 


NEW YEAR WEEKEND: 


Friday, December 30th, 2011 

at 12:00 noon. 

Saturday, December 31st, 2011 

closed. 

Sunday, January 1st, 2012 

closed. 



Monday, January 2nd, 2012 

closed. 


A Prosperous 
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Gold Coast Aruba: 

Great savings for large families 
on holiday rentals 


Aruba’s newest and most in¬ 
novative gated community 
has enjoyed steady sales since 
breaking ground, as many are 
finding the secure surround¬ 
ings and outstanding ameni¬ 
ties are just what they were 
looking for before conside¬ 
ring purchasing property on 
the island. Some owners are 
using the villas or town 
homes as vacation retreats 
rather than full time and are 
taking advantage of Gold 
Coast’s rental services to turn 
their investment into ready in¬ 
come. 

“The greater portion of 
home owners are using their 
“home away from home” in 
Aruba to escape the winter 
months, or spend holidays 
with the family on the is¬ 
land,” noted Gold Coast de¬ 
veloper Fito Croes. To assist 
in the demand for more com¬ 
plete facilities for groups 
and fami- lies, famed hote¬ 
lier Ed Ma-lone has been 
placed in charge of the rental 
program. 

Staying at Gold Coast is a 
very attractive proposition for 
those traveling with groups 
that would require multiple 
hotel rooms. Two and three 
bedroom Villas or Town 
Homes accommodate large 
numbers and offer extensive 
amenities along with a final 
cost resulting in considerable 
savings. The community is 
minutes to the best beaches 
and all the casino action, and 
offers a quiet and secluded 
getaway with two swimming 
pools and specialized services 
with more on the way, such as 
a fitness room, tennis courts 
and mini-mall. Ed can 
arrange maid service, babysit¬ 
ters, caterers, airline pick-up 


and drop-off; they even boast 
a shopping service to stock 
your shelves before arrival. 

Gold Coast accommoda¬ 
tions are elegant and spa¬ 
cious, offering privacy for 
parents or a few couples. 


Beautifully appointed 

kitchens and bathrooms grace 
each abode; barbecues and 
lounges are provided for 
friendly cookouts and truly 
savoring the island life. All 
homes come with cable TV, 
high-speed fiber-optic Inter¬ 


net connection, individual 
washer/dryer, and are fully 
air-conditioned. Cribs, high 
chairs and hair dryers are 
available for a modest fee. 
Concierge services to arrange 
rental cars, spa appointments, 


activities and restaurant reser¬ 
vations are all part of the 
package. 

Check-in for your holiday 
escape is conducted in the 
comfort of your vacation 
home, not while waiting on 
line at check-in desk. In every 
way, Gold Coast seeks to 
pamper their guests while 
providing them with the feel¬ 
ing of being in a cozy com¬ 
munity, not the normally 
bustling resort, particularly 
experienced during the major 
holidays. If you wish an opti¬ 
mal vacation experience with 
great savings, visit their web¬ 
site: www.goldcoastaruba. 
com to get acquainted with 
the community and the lay¬ 
out, details and availability of 
accommodations, or call 586- 
2200 to talk personally to a 
Gold Coast representative. 
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The Queen’s offers 
an authentic taste 
of Aruba! 



Varella, Luisa and the next generation of chef 



potato beet salad 


One of the distinctions of 
Aruban cuisine is incorpora¬ 
ting unique indigenous ingre¬ 
dients such as in Wild Cucum¬ 
ber Stew and a particular light 
fish chowder accompanied by 
the local specialties pan bati 
(corn meal pancake) and fun- 
chi (the local version of po¬ 
lenta.) Thus, eating out at the 
authentically Aruban res- tau- 
rant, The Queen’s, is very af¬ 
fordable, with a true taste of 
regional cuisine. 

Owner Varella Innocencia 
confesses she opened her 
restaurant in Oranjestad be¬ 
cause “I grew up with this, and 
loved serving people our island 
food. My father and mother op¬ 
erated the little restaurant 
across from the Americana, 
which some may remember, the 
original Arawak. I remember 
how much our customers loved 
trying the local food, and they 
especially loved the prices!” 

Varella’s mom, Luisa, is 
still in the kitchen, conjuring 
up the delicious dishes that 
have been in her family for 
generations, which is acknow¬ 
ledged on the menu with 
“Carni Stoba di Mamachi”- 
“Grandma’s Beef Stew,” and 
their Arawak Steak. 

We also bumped into island 
visitors Jim and Callie from 
Michigan, who were eager to 
try island food, and were more 
than pleased with their venture 


into local cuisine. “We will 
definitely return to The 
Queen’s,” they affirmed, “the 
food was delicious and the 
prices are more than right.” 

The menu sports a variety 
of steaks and tenderloin, fresh 
caught seafood, Caribbean lob¬ 
ster, and of course, one of our 
favorites, and what we con¬ 
sider a true test of local cui¬ 
sine, “Keshi Yena”- “Filled 
Cheese.” This is a tasty, filling 
stew of chicken, with other in¬ 
gredients that are handy that 
day, all incased in a thick skin 
of melted Gouda. It was very 
satisfying and particularly 
memorable paired with The 
Queen’s garlic bread and very 
special Pica, a mix of chopped 
onions and the famous local 
hot pepper, Madame Janette. 
Not overly spicy, it lent that 
perfect bit of tang to this deli¬ 
ciously picturesque meal. 

Located next to the Harbor 
at the end of the Weststraat, The 
Queen’s is open from 11:00 
a.m. to 11:00 p.m., daily, offer¬ 
ing indoor and outdoor dining. 
They also have daily specials, 
aside from an extensive menu; 
made from whatever is in sea¬ 
son. 

We noticed a steady stream 
of islanders coming for lunch 
in the pleasant surroundings or 
picking up take-out containers; 
always a sure sign of a winner 
is where the locals like to eat! 
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EVEPY DAY 

SUPPY 

Omi® 


From 5 pm to 6 pm 
and <3 pm to 10 pm. 





Open Bar for 
only $2S 
From 10 pm. 
to 11 pm. 

OjeninQ hours: 

Sun. - Thu.:z p.m. -lam. 
Fri, * Sat; 2 p.m. - 3 am. 

info; SP27032 - 
kalinbar@hotmail.com 


SPORTS 


Spain names Alex 
Corretja as Davis 
Cup captain 



MADRID (AFP) - Alex Cor¬ 
retja, former coach of British 
star Andy Murray, is taking 
over as captain of Spain's 
Davis Cup team, the Spanish 
federation said Tuesday. 

Corretja replaces Albert 
Costa, who quit December 15 
to head the country's selec¬ 
tion committee. 

He faces a major challenge 
with Rafael Nadal and David 
Ferrer, who were key to 
Spain's victory over Ar¬ 
gentina in the final earlier this 
month, both having decided 
not to take part in the 2012 
tournament. 

The 37-year-old will be 
captain for the next two sea¬ 
sons after reaching an agree¬ 
ment on terms with Spanish 


tennis federation 
head Jose Luis Es- 
canuela, the body 
said in a statement. 

"It is a privilege 
to captain the best 
team of players in 
the world," Corretja 
said in the state¬ 
ment, describing the 
post as a matter of 
"pride and enor¬ 
mous responsibil¬ 
ity." 

The federation 
boss said he was convinced 
the appointment of Corretja, 
twice runner-up in the French 
Open and a winner of the 
1998 ATP Tour World Cham¬ 
pionships, was good for 
Spanish tennis. 

"Bringing together his 
technical and human capaci¬ 
ties with that of our players is 
without doubt a great step 
forward for the team's suc¬ 
cess," Escanuela said. 

Britain's Murray con¬ 
firmed in March he was part¬ 
ing company with Corretja 
after nearly three years as he 
tried to halt a slump in form, 
saying he still regarded the 
Spaniard as a friend and men¬ 
tor. 


l&nclbdr 

^ the JJruhan (jtlll houie 

Lunch Buffet 

Saturday-Sunday 

12:00 -3 p.m. Dinner 

Monday - Sunday 

6:00 -11:00 p.m 

Palm Beach Center - Palm Beach Aruba - Tel: 5860944 


Japan Olympic champ indicted 
over teen rape 



TOKYO (AFP) - Japan's re¬ 
tired double Olympic judo 
gold medallist Masato 
Uchishiba was indicted Tues¬ 
day on charges of raping a 
teenage girl at a Tokyo hotel. 

Uchishiba, 33, who won the 
66kg title at the 2004 and 2008 
Olympics and retired from 
competition last year, was ar¬ 
rested three weeks ago. 

He has acknowledged that 
he had sex with the unnamed 
girl, but has insisted it was 
consensual, police have said. 

The Tokyo public prosecu¬ 
tors office said in a statement 
that Uchishiba had sexual in¬ 
tercourse with the girl in a 
hotel room on September 20 
when she was "unable to resist 
as she was in a profound sleep 
due to intoxication." 

Uchishiba was hailed as a 
hero at home when he became 
the first Japanese to win a gold 
medal in any sport at the 2008 
Beijing Olympics when Japan 


won just two medals in men's 
judo, an all-time low. 

He was sacked nearly a 
month ago by a provincial uni¬ 
versity where he had been 
coaching its women's judo 
team since April 2010. He be¬ 
came a visiting professor at the 
school last January. 

Kyushu University of Nurs¬ 
ing and Social Welfare has ac¬ 


cused Uchishiba of sexually 
harassing a teenaged member 
of the team after getting her 
drunk at a hotel in September 
during a training camp. 

According to media reports, 
quoting police sources, 
Uchishiba had a drinking ses¬ 
sion with the girl and other 
people at a Japanese-style pub 
near the hotel before the al¬ 
leged incident. 



BEST PRICES 
ON 

THE ISLAND 


— , f lhllf*A *£A PALM BEACH # 184 

niin wf¥lw/ld/l TEI: (297) 586-8540 

Supermarket 


unicasa 

$UP£(1 MARKET 


Next to 

Grand Victoria Bar & Restaurant 
Close to the traffic lights 
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SAVXm Z*O0GE BAH 4 


GH1SHII 



EAT - VXIUK - AMD RELAX I aT rHE OSTRICH FARM AeUSA 

* FRESH HOMS COOKEV MEALS fWPIRED 8V AFRICAN CUISINE. 

* KITCHEN OPENS 10:30 AH - H PH. TEL : SBS-9630. 

WE OFFER HOTEL PICK - UPS 


l&rrog tNsad and receive thetour half price with your Tuach \ 



Champs Dallas disappoint 
again 



LeBron James #6 of the Miami Heat fouls Dirk Nowitzki 
#41 of the Dallas Mavericks during the NBA season open¬ 
ing game at American Airlines Center on Dec 25. 


Brees sets record 

continued from page 16 



Quarterback Drew Brees #9 of the New Orleans Saints 
throws a pass against the Atlanta Falcons at Mercedes- 
Benz Superdome on December 26, 2011 in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. The Saints defeated the Falcons 45-16. 


DALLAS (AFP) - NBA 
champions Dallas looked 
nothing like the team that 
lifted the trophy last June as 
they stumbled to a second de¬ 
feat in as many nights on 
Monday, this time to the Den- 
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ver Nuggets. 

Denver hammered the hap¬ 
less Mavericks 115-93, a day 
after the Miami Heat routed 
them in their Christmas Day 
season-opener in a rematch of 
last season's championship se¬ 
ries. 

Dallas trailed Denver 97-68 
after three quarters and were 
down by as many as 33 points 
in the final period. 

"Obviously, we look old 
and slow and out of shape," 
said Dirk Nowitzki, the Most 
Valuable Player of the NBA fi¬ 
nals. "That's a bad combina¬ 
tion. I still think this team has 
a lot of potential. We just need 
to work." 

The extended lockout that 
delayed the start of the season 
until December has every 
team struggling to hit their 
stride with little pre-season 
preparation. 

But Carlisle said that was 
no excuse for a performance 
that had fans booing their title¬ 
holding team. 

"I'm the head coach and it's 
my job to make sure that these 
guys are ready to play, and it's 
clear that they're not," Carlisle 
said. 

"Coach always tries to take 
the blame if some stuff doesn't 
go right," Nowitzki said. "But 
we got a lot of veteran guys. 
We got to keep on working 
and eventually turn the cor¬ 
ner." 

The compressed 66-game 
schedule means each team 
faces a more demanding fix¬ 


ture list than normal. 

Kobe Bryant and the Los 
Angeles Lakers are getting an 
early taste of that intensity 
with three games in as many 
days to open the season. 

They lost the first by one- 
point to Chicago, and the sec¬ 
ond a day later in a 100-91 
defeat to the Kings in Sacra¬ 
mento. 

Now they must try to re¬ 
group for their home game on 
Tuesday against Utah. 

The Orlando Magic, beaten 
at Oklahoma City on Sunday, 
bounced back with a 104-95 
home win over Houston. 

The Thunder notched their 
second win in as many nights, 
defeating Minnesota 104-100 
to deny the Timberwolves' 
Spanish sensation Ricky 
Rubio a victory in his long-an¬ 
ticipated NBA debut. 

The 20-year-old Rubio, 
who made his Spanish league 
debut at the age of 14, was 
drafted by the Timberwolves 
in the 2009 NBA draft but had 
spent the last two years at 
Barcelona. 

Having finally arrived, 
Rubio looked confident and 
came off the bench to hand out 
six assists with five points and 
five rebounds in 26 minutes 
without a turnover. 

Minnesota edged ahead by 
a point three times in the 
fourth quarter, but couldn't 
hold off the Thunder's All-Star 
duo of Kevin Durant and Rus¬ 
sell Westbrook. 

Even so, the Timberwolves 
were pleased with the energy 
on the court and among the 
standing-room-only crowd of 
19,406 fans. 

"We didn't play our best 
game and we still had them 
down to the last minute," Min¬ 
nesota's All-Star forward 
Kevin Love said. 

"We're happy with how 
things went. Obviously, we 
would have felt better with a 
win, but we just had a good 
feeling in the locker room after 
the game. We just said if we 
can play like that and give a 
good effort like that night in 
and night out, we can win a lot 
of ball-games." 


At that point Brees was 75 
yards short of Marino's 
record. A 24-yard touchdown 
pass to Meachem left him 31 
yards shy of the mark and he 
admitted that at that point he 
knew "we were close". 

Saints coach Sean Payton 
admitted he would not nor¬ 
mally have called for a pass¬ 
ing play so late in the game. 

"Typically would I be 
throwing there? The answer 


would probably be no," Pay- 
ton said. "In fact, the answer 

is, 'I wouldn't be.' But I 
thought it was appropriate to 
get (the record), and we did 

it. .. I felt real good about my 
decision." 

The Saints can secure the 
second seed in the NFC be¬ 
hind Green Bay with a win 
against Carolina next week 
coupled with a San Francisco 
loss to St. Fouis. 
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Aruba’s #1 Dinner & Nightlife Experience Party Bus 




7a' > 


SAILING, SNORKELING. DINNER &BARHOPPI 


Valid for direct reservations.only; 

_ _ 'fjMlJLmt? K%l 


CALL: 586-201 (Kto mate your 

l^esenjatipujoday!^ Aruba 

►*Mention discount to reservationist r ADVENTURES 


Subject to availability - first 50 callers 



We make a living by what we receive, but we make a life by what we give 


brasa 2012, 


SINTI Y COMPARTI 

Nos ta desea un y tur feliz dianan di fiesta y un 
2012 den bon salud yyen di inspiracion 




•enma 


BANCO DI CARIBE 


NIBanc 


NATIONAL INVESTMENT BANK 



single - 
season 
passing 
record 

NEW ORLEANS (AFP) - 
New Orleans quarterback 
Drew Brees eclipsed Dan 
Marino's 27-year-old NFL 
record for passing yards in a 
season on Monday as he led 
the Saints to a 45-16 victory 
over Atlanta. 

Brees broke Marino's 
5,084-yard mark, set in 1984, 
with a nine-yard touchdown 
pass to Darren Sproles with 
2:51 remaining in the contest. 

A beaming Brees was con¬ 
gratulated on the sidelines by 
teammates as New Orleans 
fans cheered, the Superdome 
public address announcer rec¬ 
ognizing his feat before the 
game continued. 

He finished the night with 
four touchdowns and 307 
passing yards, taking his total 
for the season to 5,087 yards 
with one game remaining. 

With the victory over divi¬ 
sion rivals Atlanta, the Saints 
clinched the NFC South divi¬ 
sion title. The Falcons have 
also booked a playoff berth. 

Brees came into the game 
with 4,780 yards. 

"Honestly, I was really try¬ 
ing not to think about the 
record," said Brees, who also 
became the first NFL quarter¬ 
back to throw for more than 
5,000 yards in two seasons, 
having done so in 2008. 

Brees's 41-yard pass to 
Robert Meachem with 33 sec¬ 
onds remaining in the first 
half gave the Saints signal- 
caller his second 5,000-yard 
passing season, and a nine- 
yard scoring pass to Jimmy 
Graham gave New Orleans a 
21-10 halftime lead. 

continues on page 15 






























